
7/27/2017 Robert Longo - Exhibitions - Metro Pictures

1/3

Roert Longo
Gang of Como

April 10 – Ma 23, 2014

"Gang of Como," an exhiition  Roert Longo at Metro Picture, include twelve charcoal drawing of

well­known Atract xpreionit painting. In entering into thi dialogue with major �gure of 50 ear

ago, Longo acknowledge Atract xpreionim’ undiminihed importance in American art and it

in�uence on hi own thinking. Thi thoroughl tudied and �nel executed od of work repreent Longo'

mot peronal engagement with hi uject and the revelator proce of executing the drawing in minute

detail.

Longo tudied the actual painting in mueum collection and worked from photograph that he digitall

manipulated to take on the challenge of drawing a painting, repreenting the overall picture and tranlating

the three­dimenional detail of the phical paint and the color into lack­and­white. Rendered in charcoal,

the original artwork are immediatel recognizale, ut it i the overlooked or imperceptile detail of the

complex urface, the tactilit of the paint, the ruhtroke, and the pattern of the canva that Longo ha

made viile. xploring hi own amivalence toward painting, Longo' drawing addre the hitorical

magnitude of Atract xpreionim in art hitorical and cultural context—the hift in political and cultural

dominance from urope to the United tate in the ear following the econd World War—a well a the

fundamental difference etween the execution and ehavior of painting and Longo’ own intenive and

acutel rendered drawing. Repreented are Willem de Kooning, Helen Frankenthaler, Lee Kraner, Norman

Lewi, Joan Mitchell, Roert Motherwell, arnett Newman, Jackon Pollock, Ad Reinhardt, Mark Rothko and

Clfford till.

A concurrent exhiition, “trike the un,”  Roert Longo at Petzel Galler look at the U.. Capitol 
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uilding and the American �ag, two highl polarizing national mol that tand in counterpoint to new

aggreion of the Atract xpreionit painting and their exploitation for international propaganda. In

Longo' enormou even­panel drawing, the immutale monumentalit of the Capitol image i

particularized  utle variation in the molding aove each of the uilding’ window and  their

individual curtain. Longo’ mot recent confrontation with the contentiou nature of the American �ag a

mol of oth nationalim and protet i a 17­foot high lack wax urfaced culpture that appear to

collape into or fall through the galler’ �oor. A mediating note i a drawing of the poignantl olemn

image of the riderle hore that led JFK’ funeral proceion. 

For more than 30 ear Longo ha een a prominent �gure in New York' cultural cene. Hi artwork,

performance piece, muic performance, �lm and video invent, cull, and reccle iconographic image

from an expanive cultural viual cache to comment on idea urrounding image potenc, production and

circulation. He wa among the �ve artit included in the eminal 1977 Artit pace exhiition “Picture”

and i a ke �gure of the uequentl named Picture Generation. In Ma Longo will e honored  The

Kitchen. Longo ha had one­peron exhiition at the Muée d‘art moderne et d‘art contemporain, Nice;

Krefelder Kuntmueum, Krefeld, German; the Alertina, Vienna; Ietan Mueum of Art, Toko; the

Deichtorhallen, Hamurg; Lo Angele Count Mueum of Art; Mueum of Contemporar Art Chicago and

the Menil Collection in Houton. Roert Longo ha participated in Documenta, the Whitne iennial and

the Venice iennale.
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