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Opinion (https://news.artnet.com/opinion)

Robert Longo’s Enormous Drawings of Enormity

THE DAILY PIC: At Metro Pictures, Longo's huge new drawings give weighty subjects a monumental heft.

Blake Gopnik (https://news.artnet.com/about/blake-gopnik-86), May 4, 2017

THE DAILY PIC (#1782): A love of the handmade, and of the monumental, are two of the worst clichés in art. Using your hands to make something

huge should be seen as a hard-earned artistic privilege rather than an automatic esthetic right. In today’s Pic, Robert Longo

(http://www.artnet.com/artists/robert-longo/)’s new drawing has earned its wall-covering size and laborious hand-crafting, and the same can be said

of many similar pieces in the Longo show that opened yesterday at Metro Pictures in New York.

The piece I’m showing, 12 feet wide by eight feet tall, is based on a telephoto shot of prisoners lined up at Kandahar airport on their way to

imprisonment, and worse, at a CIA black site. The enormity of their plight calls for the enormousness of Longo’s drawing. The fact that every little

inch of it has been touched and marked by a human hand stands as an act of acknowledgement, of respect, and maybe, in some peculiar way, of

atonement. (Courtesy the artist and Metro Pictures, New York)

For a full survey of past Daily Pics visit blakegopnik.com/archive (http://t.umblr.com/redirect?

z=http%3A%2F%2Fblakegopnik.com%2Farchive&t=OTIzOWNkNTE1OGUyNTA4MzQ2MTY3ZjhmMGRjODliMGQxMzA3MDQ3ZixjdFBLWEgzVw%3D%3D&b=t%3AqsJm6qrh8RmSk4HrDFlRlw&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwarholiana.com%2Fpost%2F132014140796%2Freposted-

from-my-daily-pic-of-oct-9-2015-to&m=1).

Follow artnet News (http://facebook.com/artnetnews) on Facebook.
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